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•  Having the guts to tackle really hard problems 
•  A knack for turning hard problems into simple ones 
•  An ability to estimate things 
•  A very fundamental approach, based on a firm understanding 
•  A desire to quantify things in real units: how big is it, how fast 

is it, etc. 
•  Experimentalists have many practical skills and love to build 

instruments to measure things in a new way 

What are physicists good at, 
or why would anyone want to hire a physicist? 

•  It’s the foundation of all science, and thus most technology 
•  It involves lots of math 
•  There are correct answers (BS won’t get you very far) 
•  You get to solve puzzles 
•  You have to understand really difficult, but very cool concepts, 

like quantum theory, relativity, etc. 
 



Physicists are very good at taking tests! 
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